
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Cleveland Blues Society Incorporated 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: Cleveland Blues Society Events Project: Monthly Jam Series & Live Music at the 

Cuyahoga County Fair 

Your Project Summary: Cleveland Blues Society hosts monthly jams at a different Cuyahoga County venue 

approximately once a month (10 - 12 times per year), have a booth with live music all week long in August 

at the Cuyahoga County Fair. This helps us meet our mission to promote awareness and appreciation for 

the Blues and grow membership. It also provide our membership opportunities to hear local and national 

blues artists and host special events to foster fellowship. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided some evidence throughout 

the application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Samuel Sellers 
(Brooklyn, NY) 

Grace Kewl-Durfey 
(Fort Lauderdale, FL) 

Jared Shenk  
(St. Paul, MN) 

Lindsay So 
(Philadelphia, PA) 

Miguel Rodriguez 
(Boston, MA) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: Public benefit is clear.  The support materials submitted conveyed some of how much work is 

conducted by the organization, however it would have been helpful to include more images of the diverse 

people, places and audiences involved. How the organization will work with community could be more 

specific by providing examples of how the community has been worked with in the past.  The student 

piece is very, very important  and should include as many grade levels as possible as well as college, this 

will support continuation of a rich tradition, and may very well increase audience size and expand 

opportunities for the organization. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This proposal somewhat meets the criteria for funding. The program has great outreach as it 

travels throughout the county to build on the audience for blues music. However, the proposal lacks clear 

and enumerated details on how the selection process of the bands is made - it makes reference to a 

particular "Jam Guidelines" given to the bars and artists, but it is not provided as one of the supporting 

attachments to the application.  What criteria is used to select participating bands? Finally, the budget 

narrative does not offer any details on how the funds will be used other than to support the host bands. 

What is the average cost per jam, etc.?  Although the public value is noted, the proposal is not strong 

enough and for that reason it somewhat meets funding criteria. 

 

 

Score: No 

Comment: I have a difficult time endorsing this application for a couple main reasons. The metrics through 

which growth, impact and diverse outreach are measured are not presented in a concrete, reviewable 

form. There are a number of a vague, over-arching references to membership and audience numbers that 

would be strengthened by verifying diversity and annual growth. I am wondering how community 

engagement could be increased beyond live performance, particularly through the folk-art form of Blues, 

which speaks to American experiences intersectionally. I also couldn't locate certain web-based sites that 

the application refers to (i.e. I found a Facebook page with less than 20% of the members mentioned 

here). I support Blues music being celebrated 100% but also advocate for it's history being brought to life 

through the narratives surrounding cultural genesis and an explicit effort to reach the populations whose 

roots birthed the music. 

 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This applicant somewhat meets the funding requirements. It is clear from the supporting 

materials attached and the long history of hosting events that the organization has the infrastructure to 

carry out the project. And promotion of blues definitely brings artistic and cultural vibrancy into the 

community. But my concern is the public benefit from this project: How will you bring blues to the 

community as a whole, and which communities will benefit? The community benefit for paying members 

is laid out in this proposal, but I would like to see more demonstration of how those in the community 

who do not already know about blues might be engaged. I don't see much outreach beyond the usual 

attendees at regular events demonstrated in this proposal. I think there is the potential for community-

based work with this project, but I would like to see that described in more detail, and with clearly 

demonstrated connections in the community, aside from paying members. 

 

 

Score: No 

Comment: While the applicant's projects are open to the public, and engages a diverse number of board 

members and volunteers, the application does not demonstrate evidence that it meets the funding 

criteria, especially public benefit. The application did not clearly demonstrate knowledge of its community 

to drive its work, did not employ a process of reflection that ensures fresh programming & continuous 

improvement, and does not inspire its community to think creatively and/or differently. I would have liked 

to see programming informed by community need, or the response to Community Served focused more 

on the applicant project rather than the organization. Because the applicant did not connect their 

understanding of their community to their project and what it would look like to successfully engage them 

and their stakeholders, and did not communicate the organization's ability to create a fresh and exciting 

project, I cannot say that it meets the funding criteria.  

The applicant did provide a clear goal and measure for the Jams, but not the fair. Overall, the fair is not 

mentioned beyond the Project Summary. 

 

 

Panelist 4 

Panelist 5 


